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Temptation 3: Looks Good 

Matthew 4:8-11
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(Matthew 4:8–11 ESV) “Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will 
give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, 
Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you 
serve.’” Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.”


PRAYER


We are on our last temptation of Christ. The last two weeks we’ve looked at the first 
two temptations. The devil came to a tired and hungry Jesus with the temptations of 
“Tastes Good” and “I’m Good”. With “Tastes Good”, Jesus was tempted to cut short 
his spiritual discipline and satisfy his hunger with supernatural power rather than stay 
within his human confines. The devil was tempting him to shake off his humility and 
obedience to God and satisfy his creature cravings. Instead Jesus maintained his 
personal restrictions and acted on what he believed, and put his trust in God’s plan 
and God’s ability to take care of him.


Then in the second temptation, “I’m Good," the devil tempted Jesus to make himself 
noticed. He wanted Jesus to ignore the will of God, and to give into his own 
preferences rather than be obedient. Like Eve thought that eating the fruit would make 
her a better version of herself, so Jesus leaping from he temple would show his own 
worth but the angels saving him and the world seeing him fro who he is. However, 
God’s plan required something different, and Jesus remembered the Father’s 
faithfulness and that he is the standard that everything is held up against. Jesus would 
not put himself above the Father. He is living the proper life of submission and the 
example we need to follow in. When he found himself tempted to give into his own 
desires he turned his heart to worship. He did this through reminding himself of the 
truth from God’s Word. Only God is good. There are so many lies we can believe, but 
we can simmer them all down to their essence of Tastes Good, I’m Good, and Looks 
Good. The last one is our focus today. 


The lie of “Looks Good” says, a little like the Tastes Good sin, I can see what it is I 
desire and I’m going to go after it. If we look at the basic sins of adultery and lust, or 
stealing, or coveting, at its more pure essence we’re looking at exactly what John 
talked about in (1 John 2:16 ESV) “all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and 
the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.” 
Desires of the eyes. It’s what makes “stuff” so tempting for us. Sometimes I engage in 
what is called “retail therapy”. Retail therapy is the false gospel that having a new 
coffee grinder will make my life better. I’m a sucker for kitchen gadgets. The latest one I  
saw was this meat probe thermometer. Completely wireless. You just stick it in the 
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meat and it will wirelessly tell you through an app on your phone the temp of the meat, 
the temp of the grill and give you alarms when certain temps are met. It’s really 
amazing. Will it help me be a better cook? No not really, All it would actually do is make  
me a lazier cook, and give my kids more to laugh about.


Here’s what’s happening in those cases. We’re distracting ourselves from the real 
issues. Lets see how that plays out with Christ. We’re going to look again at the 
temptation in verses 8-9, the the response of Jesus in verse 10, and the result of the 
wilderness time in verse 11. 


TEMPTATION


(Matthew 4:8–9 ESV) “Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will 
give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”


The devil transports Jesus again to a very high mountain. Now we run into a geography 
problem right away. If we are to look at a globe and find a place where from one 
mountain, you could see every kingdom of the world, we’re going to be looking for a 
long time. Contrary to what the “flat-earthers” would have you believe, there isn’t a 
place on the globe where we can physically see every kingdom on earth, so this leads 
us to the conclusion that this is a vision, but even visions can betray us and show our 
true hearts. 


So in this vision, Jesus is presented with all the kingdoms of the earth. This is the 
reward that is to come. It’s like you’re at a hockey game. The St. Louis Blues and the 
Boston Bruins posing for a photo together before the last game of the NHL 
Championship. The prize for the winner of the national championship is the coveted 
Stanley Cup. This is a massive trophy. It’s silver, it’s huge, it has a giant bowl on the 
top. It’ everything you’d want in a trophy. Imagine the two teams posing together for 
this championship photo with the Stanley Cup sitting there between them. The photo is 
taken and its time to get ready for the final game, and suddenly one of the Blues’ 
players decides, you know, let’s skip the game, the cup is here, let’s just take it and gall 
this done, and they walk away with the trophy. No game, no final outcome through the 
battle on the ice, just grab the reward and walk out.


See, the devil knows how the story ends, but like a snake held down to the ground by 
its neck, he continues to writhe, causing as much damage as possible to this day. He is 
ultimately defeated, but he’s not going to stop trying. This temptation that he is making 
before Jesus is to tempt Jesus to skip all the three years of ministry. Skip the pain of 
rejection, skip the kangaroo court where he is falsely accused and sentenced. Skip the 
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whipping, hitting, spitting, beard plucking, bleeding, torture, and pain. Skip the ultimate 
pain of being separated from the Father as he takes on the sins of the world, our sins, 
skip the gruesome death he experienced as a man, and just waltz away with all the 
glory.


How many of us opt in for pain and suffering? How many of us would choose to jump 
into that kind of trial? Given the options no one opts into difficulties or trials, but it is 
precisely there where God does some of his most amazing work in our lives. This 
tempting offer of lies before Jesus, and then the devil offers the catch. You can have all 
this that you are going after, and you can avoid all the pain and the suffering, but to get 
the reward you have to worship me. 


I remember as a kid learning about martyrs, those who had died because of their faith. 
Given that situation what would I do? Kids are the most imaginative. If you were in the 
shoes of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego what would you do? If you were about to 
be burned to the stake, or shot in the head of you don’t deny your faith in God, what 
would you do? The kid says, I’d jump up and do a roundhouse and run away. Rock 
solid plan right there. I’d say whatever they wanted me to say, but I’d have my fingers 
crossed behind my back so I didn’t mean any of it. Or perhaps, in a more realistic 
response, we might give into the pressure of temptation and save our lives at the cost 
of betraying our savior. Or maybe the Lord would help us and we’d stay strong. That’s 
the dilemma that Jesus is in. The desire is to avoid the pain and get the glory, but the 
cost is too high. He couldn’t betray his love for the Father. So he responds.


RESPONSE


(Matthew 4:10 ESV) “Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You 
shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’”


Jesus has had enough, he commands Satan to leave and then quotes Deuteronomy 
again. This time (Deuteronomy 6:13 ESV) “It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him 
you shall serve and by his name you shall swear.” And again (Deuteronomy 10:20 ESV) 
“You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him and hold fast to him, and by his 
name you shall swear.”


The proper response to a self serving temptation, to grab glory for ourselves is to turn 
to God. I hope you’re catching the consistency of these three sermons. Three lies that 
the devil puts before us. Three kinds of temptations that might present the desires of 
our hearts in some likely irresistible package, but the deception is deep. We fall for the 
lies that the things that taste good, exalt ourselves, and look good to us. Christ shows 
us in three out of three cases, that the proper response is that God alone is good. God 
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alone is satisfying. Like we said last week, he is the standard of what is good. 
Everything else that we look to is compared to him. He is what is good and beautiful in 
the world. If anything else can be considered good and beautiful anywhere it is 
because it is derivative of God. It came from him, he is the source and so his beauty 
and his goodness is seen through it. Jesus Resists temptation to take the trophy and 
run, he rejects the lie that the shortcut is better and steels himself for the long road, the 
road of hardship and difficulty, the road of obscurity, fickle fame, and rejection.


A couple of things to notice. As we get ready to look at the result. Jesus tells the devil 
what to do and he does it. He has to. We sang earlier about the mighty fortress that our 
God is. What are we to do when there is a dangerous foe like the devil out there trying 
to entice us by our own desires to rebel against God? (Proverbs 18:10 ESV) “The name 
of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous man runs into it and is safe.” We call on 
God because he is the one who is trustworthy. We can call the devil out on his 
shenanigans because he is a liar. My friend Bryce Young said that maybe thats the only 
little word that fells the devil. Liar. We call him who he is. Jesus was talking to the 
pharisees, really more debating them in John 8 when he calls them on their lies. (John 
8:44 ESV) “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. 
He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there 
is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and 
the father of lies.”


When we realize that we’re being blindsided, through the word, revelation of God, or 
through the help of our brothers and sisters in the faith, we can call out the devil on 
who he is. When we see that we’ve believed a lie, God empowers us to turn back to 
him and get back on that narrow path that we’ve strayed away from. 


Have you ever seen a magician do one of those tricks that just astounds you? Your jaw 
is gaping open and you’re completely dumbfounded with how this trick was done. Let’s 
say in desperation you decide to google the secret to that magic trick. The magician 
looks amazing and his style has panache, but once you know the secret to his tricks, 
he’s no longer as impressive as he once was. I want roll up the sleeves of the magician 
for you today. I want to pull back the curtain for you on the devil. Here’s what’s really 
happening behind the scenes.


The devil is a liar. He’s the expert in this field, and comes up with some doozies of lies 
that he feeds to us. Just like a magician takes advantage of what we can’t see to pull 
off his tricks, the devil takes advantage of our weaknesses. He gets us to buy into lies 
about things that we already love about ourselves. He hits us with his lies in all our 
blindspots. The chinks in our armor that we don’t realize are weak. He embeds the lies 
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into places that we love and we drink them in. But when we see the lie, all of the 
sudden, that lie loses its power. When you know how the trick takes place, how it 
works, its just no longer impressive. But we don’t learn how to spot lies by studying 
lies, but rather by looking to the truth. The truth is only God is good, and that truth 
dispels the lie that tastes good, I’m good, and looks good, pull over on us. 


We know the devil is a liar. We know that we are frail human beings who are too easily 
convinced of lies. That’s the choice that is presented to the world. Kind of like the 
matrix there’s a blue pill and a red pill. Take the blue pill and you wake up in your bed 
and believe whatever you want to believe. Take the red pill and you know the truth, the 
truth that there is a perfectly faithful God who loved us unconditionally. He has never 
lied or deceived. He takes care of us and wants to see us succeed. He is the proof the 
proven standard that shows us that the devil is a liar who wants to trap us and take 
advantage of us. Only God seeks our good and our joy. The devil offers things that 
have the label good and joy on them but when we take them we end up trapped in our 
sins. Know the truth and be set free through it. Know the truth and recognize the lies. 


RESULT


(Matthew 4:11 ESV) “Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were 
ministering to him.”


As mentioned before, Jesus tells the devil what to do and he does it. The devil left him, 
but not forever. (Luke 4:13 ESV) “And when the devil had ended every temptation, he 
departed from him until an opportune time.” 


The struggle against his flesh and temptation was not done, but it was completed for 
now. In the first temptation, Satan tempted him with bread because after 40 days and 
nights of fasting he was hungry  Jesus’ weakness was that bread appealed to his 
desires. With the temptations now complete we see the angels ministering to him. 
Something interesting about this word for ministering that is used here, it is the same 
word that is also translated as serving elsewhere, specifically, in Acts chapter 6 talking 
about those who are appointed to serve, the same word that is the basis for the office 
of church deacon. This act of serving that the angels are doing is literally feeding 
Jesus. God always keeps his promises, and Jesus knows this about the father. He lived 
out what he believed for us, and instead of eating, he trusted that the Lord would 
provide, and provide the Lord did. God knows our weakness, he knows our needs, and 
he loves us more than we love ourselves. He will provide what we need when we need 
it. 
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Paul talks about God’s goodness in (1 Corinthians 10:13 ESV) “No temptation has 
overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be 
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to endure it.”


For those whom God loves, he has provided help. Just in case we take that to a more 
limited framework than we ought, that concept of whom God loves is everyone. No one 
isn’t loved by God. If you’re breathing today, you’re loved by God. It was because of 
his love for his creation, that he sent Christ in the first place. That is the heart of John 
3:16. 


If you’re not a believer, the help you need is here. It’s available to you. It is the person 
of Jesus Christ. His life, death, and resurrection is the solution to your sin problem. 
That’s why he came. He lived the life you can’t live and took the death penalty that you 
deserve in order to make the way for you to be with him. He’s calling you to believe 
and trust in him for the salvation from your sins.


Those of us who are walking in our faith, the temptation of Looks Good short circuits 
what God has for you. When we chase after the desires of life that we think will satisfy 
us today, we are forgetting the promise of God to provide exactly what we need down 
the road.


I am not a racer driver, though I think of myself as one from time to time. One of my 
favorite TV shows used to be Top Gear. The three hosts of that show got to drive some 
of the most amazing cars in the world. Their top driver was an anonymous guy they 
simply called The Stig. When I ignore the truth about who God is, it’s like I’m pushing 
the Stig our of the driver’s seat and say, I’ve got this one. We don’t need you. Literally 
no one can get better times around the track than The Stig. He is the top driver in the 
world. What makes me think that I can do better? Why is it that the created thing, me, 
tells God to take a back seat because I think I can do better than him. It’s a lie. When I 
remember the one truth that God alone is good, then all the tempting things that just 
look good  start to show their true colors. They are lacking, fading, broken empty 
promises, and I have the real thing in God through Christ.


TABLE


As we look to partaking in communion together, we remember the death and 
resurrection of Christ. Temptations an the lies of the devil are our everyday problems, 
but God has blessed us with an eternal solution. We need to remember, and we need 
help to remember the truth that He has truly blessed us with hope and peace through 
Christ. We get to stand justified before him because of the righteousness of Christ, 
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who didn’t fall for the lies of the devil. In living a perfectly righteous life on our behalf, 
he made our way to be with Christ. THat’s what we celebrate when we remember that 
body of Christ that was broken for us and the blood of Christ that was spilled for us. As 
we partake, let’s remember the sacrifice of the Son of God, who made us brothers and 
sisters in Him.
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