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(Matthew 5:1–12 ESV)  Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he 
sat down, his disciples came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them, 
saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ¶“Blessed 
are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. “Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth. ¶“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
shall be satisfied. ¶“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. “Blessed are 
the pure in heart, for they shall see God. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall 
be called sons of God. “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and 
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.


PRAYER


We are at the last sermon of this section of the beatitudes portion of the sermon on the 
mount. We’ve been building up to this last one, and as we have been going, we’ve 
witnessed how these pieces are all put together. Jesus started by teaching his 
disciples in a way that allowed the crowd to be a part of the lesson. They kind of got to 
audit the class in a way. They’re there and they’re learning about what Jesus is 
teaching his disciples. We started three weeks ago highlighting the fact that there was 
this bookend structure, or inclusio, in this passage. It begins in verse 3 with the way the 
ground support for the poor in spirit being blessed is presented, (Matthew 5:3 ESV) “for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” This is the beginning of a pairing that we’ll see the 
compliment to this week in verse 10. It’s the same exact wording, “for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.”


Jesus started with a teaching about attitudes of the kingdom of heaven. The normal 
attitude of those who are part of the kingdom of heaven is that they are poor of spirit, 
they are mournful of the sin in the world, they are meek toward others, and they hunger 
and thirst after righteousness, or conformity to God’s will. That’s what his attitude is, 
what he or she is after. Then we see some actions, how those things are realized in life. 
Those who are part of the kingdom of heaven are merciful, they act in accordance with 
what they believe, they’re pure in heart, and they are makers of peace. I mentioned 
briefly last week that theres a connection between the peacemaker beatitude and this 
last one we’ll look at today, so we’re going to dig into that now. For your notes, I’m 
seeing Jesus help us understand himself by answering three questions for us. The first 
two questions we’ll see answered in verses 10 and 11, “What is persecution and why 
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does it happen?” Then, we’ll finish in verse 12 with the question, “How do we rejoice in 
persecution?”


Question 1. What is persecution? 

(Matthew 5:10–11 ESV) “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.”


The first thing that I want us to notice as we start to look into this question, we notice 
Jesus talking about it in two different ways. In verse 10 he speaks in generalities. These 
little words carry all sorts of weight with them, “Blessed are THOSE who are 
persecuted…” Then look at verse 11, “Blessed are YOU when…” He has suddenly 
gotten more specific. Now when we take the teaching method into consideration, it’s 
like he’s making a transition of intimacy. As he is teaching the disciples with 
intentionality for the crowds to overhear, he’s been helping them and us to understand 
what the Kingdom of Heaven is like. If you remember back to the introduction of that 
theme from chapter 4, (Matthew 4:17 ESV)   From that time Jesus began to preach, 
saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Everyone is hearing this 
teaching, and he gets to the end part of this section and he dives a little deeper than he 
has so far. First he changes his address from the third person “those” to the closer 
second person “you”. That might sound a little to confusing so let me put it this way. 
Listen to the difference of these two statements. “The pastor of this church loves those 
who attend there.” “The pastor of this church loves you.” Now both statements are 
true, but the second one feels much more personal doesn’t it. There’s a level of 
intimacy that Jesus is trying to get across here, and he does it effectively.


Just like in the previous statements, he begins with the word, “blessed.” So far they 
have all been attitudes or actions that we wouldn’t naturally connect with the word 
blessed. Blessed are the poor in spirit. Blessed are the meek. Blessed are the 
mourners. This one is no different. Blessed are the persecuted. So lets endeavor to 
answer the question of who are the persecuted, or what is persecution. You wouldn’t 
think this is too complex but somehow we have a tendency to get this wrong. Just as 
Jesus changed from the third person distant expression to the closer second person 
expression, he also changed how he explains persecution. The dictionary defines 
persecute as the act of subjecting someone to hostility and ill treatment. Jesus uses 
this word for a reason and the reason is because persecution happens, especially 
when it regards religious beliefs. Then Jesus narrows the definition a little bit. In verse 
10 he is talking specifically about persecution that happens on account of 
righteousness, or for the sake of righteousness. So it isn’t just anyone who is 
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persecuted, it is specifically persecution for the sake of righteousness. This is the third 
time we’ve seen his word used in Matthew and the last time we looked at the word 
righteousness in this book was back in verse 6, where Jesus was talking about 
hungering and thirsting for righteousness, or more directly, right conduct before God. 
This right conduct has been explained so far in the beatitudes as a way of thinking and 
acting with God and those around us. John 3 tells us about what we do and how it is 
either in line with who God is, or it isn’t. And these two, the darkness and the light have 
nothing to do with one another. “(John 3:19–21 ESV)  "the light has come into the 
world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were 
evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his works should be exposed. But whoever does what is true comes to the 
light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 
Sometimes we get it in our heads that as Christians if we are ever persecuted, we’re to 
be considered blessed and should rejoice like this passage explains, or like Paul talks 
about. There’s a small problem with this assumption. The problem is that not all 
persecution come for righteousness sake. For instance, lets say you and a Christian 
friend went to a store together. While you were there, your friend began to badger the 
staff of the store, making a mess, disturbing other patrons, and being a nuisance. This 
action would not go unnoticed by the staff of the store and you and your friend would 
be asked to leave. As you’re leaving your friend turn to you and says, “Hey, wasn’t that 
cool? We just got persecuted, we must be so blessed!” Well sort of. What actually 
happened there was your friend was being a nuisance and you got kicked out of the 
store. Intention of the heart is so important, and its built into what Jesus said with 
these beatitudes. When you see videos of Christians getting face to face with those 
they disagree with, talking over them, badgering them, and basically doing the 
opposite of being mournful, meek, merciful, and peacemakers, you’re not witnessing 
what would be called blessed persecution. What these christians are accomplishing is 
bearing a damaging witness for the kingdom, and inciting belligerence from the victims 
of their own form of persecution. Consider this: How did God call you to himself? Was 
it through brow beating, and insults, and badgering? No, that’s not the example that 
God gives us. He sees us, enemies of him, and he calls us to himself with love and 
truth. That’s the example God gives us. If you have a past that includes abuse from the 
church or its followers, then on behalf of the church, I want to apologize to you now. 
This is not what God has called us to. This is not the kind of church that God has called 
us to be. This is not the kind of Christ followers we are supposed to be. Jesus says in 
(John 13:34–35 ESV)  “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” In a few weeks Jesus is 
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going to remind us that we are to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute 
us.


Why does Persecution happen? 

This brings us to our next question. Why does persecution happen? In verse 11, Jesus 
expounds on what this persecution looks like. (Matthew 5:11 ESV)   “Blessed are you 
when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 
on my account.” So persecution is oppression and it comes in many forms. Jesus 
introduces a couple of them for us. First he defines it with the term revile, then he uses 
the word persecute again, and finally utterance. Two of these three are verbal terms. 
The first term, revile, is talking about a mocking, insulting, demeaning kind of speech. 
The last term is like it. “utter all kinds of evil against you falsely”. These are insults. The 
next term, the more generic “persecute” could include physical abuse, political or 
economic persecution. This is effectively the culture around you making staying in your 
home and among the people of your community very difficult. It is an intentional 
pressing in and unwelcoming kind of reality. It even became oppression that escalated 
into beatings, house burning, and murder.  Verse 10 reminds us that even though this is 
going on, our hope is not in our community, our ability to operate in the public square, 
our hope is in the kingdom of heaven, which is already ours. 


This is important to remember because it is easy for us to get wound up in the insults 
that come our way, to put up our shields and fight back. If we are looking to God for 
our satisfaction, if he is our true joy, then what effect will others saying false things 
about us do to us? Nothing, no effect. Our confidence isn’t in what man thinks of us, 
but in how we are seen by our Father in heaven. Our job is to be obedient and have 
faith.


Today persecution comes in many forms, but ultimately they all come under a common 
theme, it is a kind of personal or corporate identity attack. We read about it in the 
headlines of international news. Chinese underground churches being cracked down 
on. Being a Christian and gathering with others believers is illegal there, the police raid 
homes and imprison their own countrymen because they are being obedient to the 
Gospel. Here in the United States, we have rights that allow us to gather and worship 
together, but the world is pressing in on those right, and there are some areas even in 
the US where proclaiming the truth of God’s word could land a pastor into prison. I 
don’t think that has happened here yet, but the world is pressing in. Why does 
persecution happen? Because the darkness wants nothing to do with the truth.  (John 
3:19–21 ESV)  the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather 
than the light because their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things 
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hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed. But 
whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his 
works have been carried out in God.” What is our response to be in these cases?


How Should We Rejoice in Persecution? 

Rejoicing in persecution seems like the furthest thing from our minds when we are in 
pain, suffering, and feeling pressure from our neighbors to leave. They are effectively 
saying, our community would be better without you in it.


Jesus says, (Matthew 5:12 ESV) “Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”


Rejoice, let the testimony of the world about you be that you proclaimed the words of 
this book and of our God as truth. (John 17:17 ESV) “[God’s] word is truth.”


We’ll get to the rejoicing part in a moment but first lets cover the two grounds that 
come with it. Rejoice and be glad, FOR, your reward is great in heaven. Proper 
persecution has a proper reward. If you are being persecuted for living a righteous life, 
you have a reward coming. Jesus describes the reward as a great reward and then tells 
us where it is found, in heaven. This is presented as the spiritual norm of the Christian 
life. This is what it is like to be in the kingdom of Heaven. One commentator went as far 
to say, if you aren’t experiencing persecution, then it is a fair question to ask if you are 
living out the other beatitudes at all? Just like the poor in spirit that we talked about 4 
weeks ago, the kingdom of heaven is for those who are persecuted. Followers of Christ 
are to view persecution in terms of eternity, not in terms of this temporary life on earth. 
Then another ground, this should be an understood expectation, because this is the 
same thing the world did to the prophets before us. We look back at scripture and 
consistently we see those who bring God’s word to bear are often rejected and 
despised and persecuted. One of the most memorable and amazing stories of 
persecution is from the book of Daniel in chapter 3. Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego refused to bow the knee to the idol because they believed the word of God 
was true. The word that said no other gods before me, no graven images that would be 
worshipped. Stephen in Acts 6 and 7 likewise, proclaimed the truth about God and the 
identity of Jesus and he was persecuted to death by stoning.The boys in the fiery 
furnace and Stephen weren’t thinking about how they were going to get out of their 
situation. Their minds and hearts were focused on the eternal realities that they knew 
were true because they knew God. There is an eternal reward awaiting those who love 
God and obey him.
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So what does rejoicing look like? It is that the joy of following Christ is infinitely better 
than what giving into temptation has to offer, in the same way, the joy of Christ is 
infinitely more generous than whatever earthly justice might come to pass from 
vengeance for ills committed to me. Its recognizing that if I’m experiencing 
persecution, it is because the world sees in me the same thing that they are pushing 
away in God. It is finding hope in Christ in the midst of hardship and difficulty. And its 
not like Jesus has just dropped this bomb on us and then told us to rejoice. No, he 
equips us better than that. We can rejoice because he has made a way for us to come 
to rejoicing and it is through all the ways we have been blessed. What I’m going to do 
next is overlay this beatitude over all the others that we’ve looked at so far. Scripture 
informs scripture. Want to know how to rejoice? Review what we’ve read before. 
There’s a list of seven blessings that help us understand how to rejoice in the midst of 
persecution.


Starting with the first one:


Blessed are the poor in spirit. We can rejoice, not because we are strong in spirit, but 
because in our weakness, brokenness, and poorness of spirit, God has brought the 
hope of heaven and eternity with him into our sight. We can rejoice when we are 
persecuted because by his victory, the kingdom of heaven is ours.


Blessed are those who mourn. We can rejoice, not because we have been proven right 
that sin blinds, binds and kills, but because there is comfort for those who cry out to 
God. We can rejoice because when we cry out to God, he hears and comforts us, and 
our greatest comfort is coming when we are with him face to face for eternity.


Blessed are the meek. We can rejoice, not because we have been validated, 
highlighted, lifted up, and celebrated, but because Christ has been validated. We can 
be meek, take the back seat because we aren’t interest in highlighting ourselves, but 
glorifying God.


Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. We can rejoice, not 
because everyone will see us as holy, living life doing righteous deeds, but because 
when we live a life obedient to Christ, we glorify him. When we live a life that celebrates  
his standards and living in accordance with his statues, we find our satisfaction in him. 
We rejoice when persecuted because when we are persecuted for righteousness sake, 
we make Him look great. Eternal perspective.


Blessed are the merciful. We can rejoice, not because we amazing people who love to 
show mercy, but we rejoice because God has been merciful to us, and that mercy is 
available to all who call upon the name of the Lord. We rejoice in persecution, because 
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we know that those who are blinded by sin and unmerciful can still receive that mercy. 
That’s who we once were!


Blessed are the pure in heart. We can rejoice not because we get to show off our purity, 
but because others can have their blinders removed and see God too. There is hope 
for the blind and the sinner. Seeing God is possible, and will be a joyous occasion 
when he comes again. 


Blessed are the peacemakers. We can rejoice when persecuted, not because we force 
others into peace by submission, but we rejoice because God’s desire to be with us 
has brought us peace in Christ.


That peace that He brings means that we can be at peace with God even when there is 
no peace around us. Peacemakers will be called sons of God, and Go will never leave 
us or forsake us, but is preparing a table for us to feast at, and we will sit across that 
table from our enemies, our persecutors and be completely safe.


Table transition.
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