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(Matthew 5:21–26 ESV)    “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall 
not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his 
brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the 
hell of fire. So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First 
be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly 
with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you 
over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. Truly, I say to 
you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.”


PRAYER


We are continuing to work our way through the sermon on the mount. When we saw 
Jesus sit down and begin teaching, he started with the list of beatitudes. He 
established these kingdom of heaven norms for us. His message is repent, because 
the kingdom of heaven is coming. Then he is conveying what the kingdom of heaven is 
like. Its made up of hearts of people who have bent the knee to him. Bowed in 
reverence to God recognizing his sovereignty over all things. When we see God rightly, 
we see ourselves rightly. God is holy and when we recognize his holiness, we see our 
lacking, our sinfulness. Then, as we have this image of Jesus up not he mountain, 
giving the kingdom of heaven norms, he helps his hearers understand his purposes. 
(Matthew 5:17 ESV)   “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” All the law and the 
prophets point to Christ, and they will continue to do so. His effort is to help us better 
understand the law and its purpose, by looking to himself. Jesus is laying down the 
ground work for establishing himself as the authoritative interpreter of the law and the 
prophets. He lays out the law and helps his hearers and us to understand their 
meaning. In commending us to recognize that he is the fulfillment of the law, he is what 
they point to, the path that they flow to, and therefore to properly understand them, 
he’s now going to expound on what he’s started. You see, the law comes from God, 
and it points to God. He is the source, and the destination, and he’s also the means, 
and I hope to show that today through this first antithesis. There are six in this series, 
and these aren’t easy. The beatitudes were hard, the salt and light sermon was hard, 
and these next six sermons in this series are going to be hard, and they are hard 
because Christ is helping us see our lacking. We love to think that we’ve got things 
together, but in reality we delude ourselves. 
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The main point of todays passage is that anger leads to suffering. Jesus is going to 
help us see that and he’s going to give two examples of what we’re supposed to do 
with anger. That’s the breakdown for the message. Verses 21-22 show us the law and 
help us with our comprehension of it, then we get two examples. First in 23-24, we see 
the first example of encountering anger, and then in 25-26 we’ll see the second 
example.


Point 1: The Old Standard and New Understanding


(Matthew 5:21–22 ESV)    “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall 
not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his 
brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the 
hell of fire.”


Jesus starts with this interesting statement, “you have heard that it was said to those of 
old”. This is a direct reference to the decalogue, or as you may know it better, the ten 
commandments. Jesus is talking about the sixth commandment. (Exodus 20:13 ESV)   
“You shall not murder.” This will be the pattern that he uses in every passage for the 
next six weeks of our study. The ten commandments are split into two categories, the 
first four deal with the relationship between God and man, and the last six deal with the 
relationship between man and his fellow man, so this commandment that he is 
referencing is in the middle of those which concern personal relationships. 


Now as we consider this, we have to take the whole of his sermon into consideration. 
Look at what he’s doing with the argument he is setting up. He started with 
establishing what the right spiritual position of a believer is, how they bow to the Lord 
in reverence, submitting themselves to his will, finding their identity in Him rather than 
what others say or think about them. Then he says, that with this identity, these 
attitudes and norms of what believers should be, we need to overflow and proclaim the 
good news about who Christ is. That there is a messiah, resurrection of the dead, and 
eternal life and hope for those who belong to Him. 


Then he clarifies, saying, none of this abolishes the law. Don’t think that I’m getting rid 
of this. It is still valid. It still points to me. Think about it, why would God get rid of what 
he gave in the first place. The Law didn’t come from Moses, but from God. God is the 
source of the law. God is what the law points to, and God is the path by which the law 
is kept. This should be reassuring to us all. Now he is going to use the commandment 
against murder to help us understand himself better.
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He begins with what his hearts would have known well. That the commandment is you 
shall not murder. This is a future tense verb. It isn’t saying you shouldn’t have 
murdered, but rather, that your path forward includes not doing this. This is what it was 
said to the ancients. Then in verse 22 he says, “But I say to you…” Now you might 
think that there is a change happening here. But as we just read, he’s not abolishing 
the law, so what then is happening. He’s providing understanding for this old 
commandment. The old standard said don’t murder. So then with this as the standard 
everyone who hasn’t murdered anyone can just pat themselves on the back and say 
atta-boy! You’ve kept the commandment. Check that off the list. You’re good now, 
you’ve kept the commandment not to murder. But that’s not what Jesus is doing. It 
might help to think about it the way we think about the cedar river. We know that what 
happens with the river here in Waverly affects the river down in Cedar Falls, and further 
downriver of us. Now the commandment not to murder is future tense. It’s saying that 
downriver, we don’t want murder to take place. Well that has an effect on the choices 
we make here and now. If we don’t watch ourselves, it is entirely possible that murder 
could take place downriver. If we let our anger build up, and lash out at them and 
animosity grows against someone, then murder is a real possibility. So in order to make 
sure we don’t have murder happening down river, we have things to do here. We have 
to discipline ourselves rightly here and now. But Jesus goes on to help us realize that 
even that isn’t enough. Look at the rest of verse 22.


(Matthew 5:22 ESV) But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be 
liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 
says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.


Jesus started at the result of murder and went upstream to the act, but he didn’t stop 
there, he continued upriver to the heart behind murder. Now how do we read this 
section. Some think there is an escalation happening here going from anger to 
insulting, and culminating with the insult of “you fool”.


I do not think that an escalation is what is happening here. Jesus is multiplying the 
examples to help us understand his point. Being angry with your brother, which here is 
referring to the family of believers, is just as bad as insulting your brother, which is just 
as bad as lashing out in the angry insult of calling them a fool. Three examples of a 
heart of anger responding wrongly.


Likewise, the consequences of judgement, standing before the Sanhedrin, or facing the 
fire of Gehenna are all referring to the same consequences. The consequences of sin 
are judgement, which is the wrath of God, and God will hold all people accountable for 
their sins who are without Christ. And notice that you don’t have to murder your brother 
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to experience these consequences, to be subject to the judgement, to God’s wrath, the 
standard that Jesus is putting forward is simply anger. You might think that not fair at 
first, and I can understand that because sometimes there are things worth being angry 
over, but here what he’s talking about is about our horizontal relationships. We’ll dig 
more into that when we get to the next two points, but the target of the anger that 
Jesus is talking about is fellow man. 


Jesus is taking us upriver from murder to anger, but to deal with the anger properly we 
have to travel further upriver of that anger. We know that the worst part of flooding that 
we see in our area isn’t from rain that falls on us, but rather the rain that comes down 
river from our northern neighbors. In the same way, our heart motives are what bring 
about our anger and the eventuality of murder that Jesus is raised up for us to process 
through.


Jesus is telling us that if our heart goes to anger, then we are liable to this wrathful 
judgement. Harboring anger against your brother is a bloodless murder. That’s the 
escalation of this concern that he wants us to see. When we are angry with our own 
family, when we don’t deal with our horizontal relationships properly, we’re as much in 
judgement at that time as if we had committed murder.


Now lets get into the examples that Jesus gives to help us understand this better.


Point 2: In Worship


(Matthew 5:23–24 ESV)  So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and 
go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.


This is not our first time to discuss this passage. This is one of the core passages in the 
topic of Biblical Peacemaking. I would commend to anyone reading Ken Sande’s book 
The Peacemaker. It is incredibly helpful for working through personal relationship 
issues. It has helped me on more than one occasion to get the log out of my own eye 
before pointing out the speck in someone else’s, or to be more precise, once the log 
was out of my eye, I saw that I was the problem all along.  
But, look at what Christ is commanding us to do. When we are in worship, and 
remember a broken relationship, the most holy thing for us to do at that point, the 
obedient thing to do, is to obey this command, stop worshipping and begin 
peacemaking. There might be a Sunday in your life that the most righteous thing you 
can do, is stay home from church and make up with your spouse or your mom or dad, 
or sibling, or your neighbor. If our horizontal relationships are broken, Jesus is telling us 
that we aren’t going to be able to have a right relationship with him until it is addressed. 
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(1 John 4:20 ESV) “If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for 
he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not 
seen.” Coming here and offering the pretense of heart felt worship and ignoring the rift 
of the relationships with another believer in effect makes your worship a sham, and you 
dishonor all who come to worship with a right heart. (1 John 3:15 ESV) Everyone who 
hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding 
in him.”


Broken horizontal relationships, or relationships with fellow man, have an effect on our 
hearts that hinders our relationship with God. Think about tit this way. Why are we able 
to approach God at all? Because by his grace he gave his greatest gift to us, his son 
Jesus, himself, he gave to us so that we could be in relationship with him. What did he 
forgive so that we could have this relationship with us? He forgave us everything. He 
held nothing back, he took it all. All our ugliness, our sin, our mess, he took on himself 
for our sake. So if he was willing to forgive us all that, which is massive, in doing so he 
solved our biggest problem, and made us right with God. If he was willing to forgive us 
all that, if we are angry with our brother, we’re holding against them a lesser debt than 
what we’ve been forgiven, but we’re holding over our brother this tiny thing. This is the 
same thing that Jesus talks about in the parable of the unforgiving servant from 
Mathew 18. What we’re doing in this case, is being forgiven a 10 million dollar debt, 
like wiped out and gone, and then going out and shaking the neck of your brother for 
$20. Man, after all you’ve been forgiven you can’t figure out how to forgive your brother 
for his minor offense?


If you can’t figure out how to deal with these horizontal relationship difficulties, then 
you don’t have a proper understanding of what God has done for you in forgiving you 
your offense against him for being a sinful person in the presence of a holy God.


Lets look at the second example.


Point 3: In the World


(Matthew 5:25–26 ESV)  “Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going 
with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the 
guard, and you be put in prison. Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have 
paid the last penny.”


Jesus now points to a legal picture of judgement again. The counsel he mentioned in 
verse 22 is the Sanhedrin, this is the legal judiciary of Israel. God stands behind this 
and the upholding of justice in society and personal relationships. He’s talking about 
that kind of judgement here, which if there is some rift in the relationships there, some 
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kind of disagreement between brothers where the counsel would be involved, the guilty 
party would be put into a debtors prison. Ironically, in debtors prison you can’t actually 
make money to pay back the one that you owe the debt to, which means, that your 
neighbors and family would have to bail you out so that you could continue in life. 


The compulsion that Jesus is giving is to do whatever you can to repair relationships. 
He’s using the image of legal debts to help us understand relational breaks. Justice will 
come, count on it, that’s why he is preaching repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. We need to get these things repaired and mended. This is how desperate it is. 
It’s judgement day, and you’re on your way to court. Even now, in the last hours, before 
the judge hears the case, our call is to urgently be working toward repairing the 
relationship, not harboring frustration against your brother. 


Judgement is indeed coming. The finals judgement is at hand, and the people of the 
kingdom of heaven are supposed to be the first ones to lay down and work toward 
relationship repair. As we look back at the beatitudes we find help to get ourselves to 
this place. Being poor of spirit helps us remember that we are broken before God. We 
bring nothing to the table and that because of this we are redeemed in Christ. 
Meekness helps us to listen well to our brother or sister that our relationship is broken 
between. Hungering and thirsting after righteousness means that more than being 
proven right, we desire God to be glorified. We want to be right in God’s eyes more 
than we want to be proven right with our fellow men. It is pride that stiffens our backs 
when we’ve been wronged. It is pride that pushes back away from reconciliation and 
instead harbor the others guilt and blame.


Now the next question we have to ask ourselves is, in these situations, where there is a 
need for reconciliation, how do we walk toward repentance of our own sinful attitudes 
and open the door for reconciliation.


APPLICATION


This is where the application begins, and the place I have to start every time I find 
myself turning away from God, being tempted to rebel against him and follow my own 
path or the path of the world is to ask myself for my identity. What’s your name? I am 
Jonathan Davis, adopted child of the most high God. When I get my identity right, I can 
begin to let go of all sorts of things. Things that maybe for a normal person would be 
too much to let go of, but for the adopted kids of the most high God, are easier to 
release. When we remember that we are his adopted children, then we remember that 
as his kids, as co-heirs with Christ of the kingdom of heaven, we were brought in poor 
in spirit. We weren’t adopted because of how amazing we would look in God’s 
portfolio, but because of how amazing his love and mercy are for us. As adopted kids 

7
© 2019 Jonathan Davis 
Grace Baptist Church



Monday, September 30, 2019
of the Most high God, we recognize that the worst thing about this world is the way sin 
holds sway over those who have not come to the light of of God through faith in his 
messiah, Jesus Christ. As adopted kids of the most high God we know that the only 
thing that will truly satisfy our greatest longings is to be in the face of God, so we 
hunger and thirst for righteousness because his righteousness alone will satisfy us. As 
adopted kids of the most high God, we remember that he has shown us mercy and we 
want to be like him so we show mercy to others the way he does. We remember that 
our actions are an overflow of our hearts and we want to be pure in heart in the face of 
our Father, so we live what we say we believe in the world and not of it. We can make 
peace with our neighbor because when our identity is built up in who he is, we don’t 
have to fight for our own justice, but rather we can seek the best for our neighbor, 
knowing that our father in heaven isn looking out for our greatest need every day.


And because we know that judgement is coming, we are all the more eager to make 
things right with our neighbor. Why? Because when we emulate the heart of 
compassion that God has for us with our neighbor, our desire is shifted from a self 
centered self justifying heart, to a compassionate heart. A heart that says, more 
important to me than being proven right, is living at peace with God and man.


Two ways of looking at this. First as offenders.


We are all offenders. Scripture tells us that all have sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God. There isn’t a soul in this room or not he planet that has not offended the holy 
God. That makes us enemies with him, but because of his perfect love for us, he has 
offered us grace. If we accept his grace by faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ the 
messiah on our behalf, then we can be at peace with God. If you’re not a believer, this 
is the kind of reconciliation that God provides for us. He wants to be at peace with you. 
He desires to forgive us and has offered us a path through faith to become one of his 
adopted kids. If you want to know that path, I’d love to talk with you and pray with you 
after the service. For those that are already believing, we remember or offenses against 
God and his grace to us. Because he has been gracious to us we can be gracious to 
our neighbor when we are the offenders. We can admit that we are wrong and be 
reconciled to them the way Christ reconciled us to God. 


Now as the offended.


The reality that we are adopted children of the king means that we can let go of past 
sins and be reconciled to our neighbor. We don’t have to fight for our own justice 
because the greatest mercy we could ever receive is ours already. Since we have been 
forgiven so much, we are free to forgive or overlook offenses from our neighbors. It 
might cost us, but we can weather that storm because our greatest need has been met 
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in Christ. It’s time to remember who we are in Christ and seek peace with our brothers 
and sisters. Point all who know him and all who don’t know him to the hope we have in 
Christ, so that they may come to know or be reminded of it. That is after all why we 
worship together corporately. We practice oneness together, It’s hard to practice 
oneness when you’re angry at your neighbor. God’s desire to have oneness with us 
sent Jesus to the cross. He lived the life we couldn’t live and took the judgment we 
couldn’t survive. That’s what the last supper was all about and why we gather together 
to eat and drink together. We eat and drink together as family. If God has reminded you 
of a relationship that is broken in your life, then I’d recommend abstaining from eating 
and drinking together. We take communion together about every other week. It is a 
greater testimony of God’s greatness to abstain and live out his reconciling love than to 
make a sham of this meal in front of your brothers and sisters.
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