
Tuesday, October 29, 2019

Perfect Love 

Matthew 5:38-48


- Love despite injustice


• 38-42 civil justice - justice not reliant on courts but on God who is the justifier


- Love despite evil


• 43-47 with enemies - (who are we?)


- Love like the Father


• 48 Perfection of the Father.
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(Matthew 5:38–48 ESV) “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you 
on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if anyone would sue you and take 
your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go 
with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the one who 
would borrow from you. “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes 
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 
For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax 
collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing 
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? You therefore must be perfect, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect.


PRAYER


The sermon on the mount begins with Jesus explaining what Kingdom of Heaven 
norms are for its people. People of the kingdom of Heaven submit to its king. With that 
right perspective, they realize that they are all the things that he describes in the 
beginning of the chapter through the beatitudes. Kingdom of heaven people are poor in 
spirit, mournful, meek, hungering and thirsting after righteousness, merciful, pure in 
heart, and peacemakers. They look to the Lord and confess light the Righteous 
Brothers song, “You're my soul and my heart's inspiration. You're all I got, to get me by. 
You're my soul and my heart's inspiration. Without you baby what good am I?” These 
realities about ourselves as kingdom of heaven people point us to the time when Christ 
will come again. They are full of future tensed promises, they shall be comforted, they 
shall inherit the earth, they shall be satisfied, they shall receive mercy, they shall see 
God, they shall be called sons of God.


Jesus is fixing for us a lens to see the world through. He’s been doing it since the 
beginning, and here we gain more examples to help calibrate our vision for the 
kingdom of heaven. It starts with seeing the king properly, and then seeing ourselves 
properly with the king in his rightful place.


Jesus again takes the common teaching, based in the Old Testament law and shows 
how basic asceticism or obedience to the law ultimately ends in failure for the follower 
of Christ. We’re going to see that in three ways, first, thee sample of showing love in 
the face of injustice from verses 38-42, then showing love in the face of outright evil 
from verses 43-47, then finally in verse 48 we’ll tie it all together looking at the love of 
God.
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Love Despite Injustice (38-42) 

(Matthew 5:38–42 ESV)    “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a 
tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps 
you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if anyone would sue you and 
take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go with him two miles. Give to the one who begs from you, and do not refuse the 
one who would borrow from you.


On the surface we look at this law cited here from the law of Moses, and we say yes, 
this makes sense. An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth deals with the problem of 
escalation in conflict. It’s not difficult for us to see this represented in the world around 
us. Escalation happens all the time, and if you’re unsure, just watch kids for a while. 
One person says something that upsets another, then the other reacts by hitting the 
first one. That hit is then reacted to with some more violence, and and a hit becomes a 
kick, which then turns into an all out fight when finally some parents come along and 
break it all up. The law of an eye for an eye was intended to stop the escalation from 
happening, and it actually does a decent job. If you knew that whatever wrong you did 
would come back on your own head in balanced measure, you’d be more careful about 
what you did. Now this old standard wasn’t exactly about personal disputes, but rather 
civil justice. God wasn’t putting together a retaliatory society, but putting some fences 
up on this whole escalation business. These escalations were the kind of thing that 
have led to world wars in the past. There are stories in the Bible about this too. One 
neighbor does something to another, then that neighbor retaliates with a greater 
offense. This proves that just because this was the law, didn’t mean that people would 
abide by it.


What does Jesus offer as his alternative? He says do not resist. The law says you can 
retaliate up to and no further than the offense you received, Jesus says do not resist. 
He then gives 3 if then statements and two extra examples of what  not resisting looks 
like. 


First, “if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if anyone 
would sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. And if anyone 
forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.”


If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, don’t resist him. If anyone would sue you and 
take your tunic, don’t resist him, and is anyone forces you to go one mile, don’t resist 
him. That’s just the beginning. If any of these things happened to you, you would be 
within your rights to seek retaliation and justice for them. But Jesus says no. Don’t do 
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that. Instead, offer for the offender to take things further. Just to be clear this is not to 
be understood as Jesus saying allowing physical abuse is ok. The opposite is true. We 
have to recognize these things contextually, and this situation is a striking of the hand 
across the cheek as a personal insult. Elsewhere we see clearly that in every way we 
are called to step in and protect the vulnerable, and that is right and good. But this isn’t 
talking about that kind of situation. We are talking about what would be legal retaliation 
in each of these cases. If you are being taken advantage of in legal matters, God calls 
us not to take vengeance into our own hands. Paul helps us understand from Romans 
12. (Romans 12:17–19 ESV)  Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with 
all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, 
“Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.”


Likewise as we look into eternity, the martyrs are looking to God to fulfill his word by 
keeping justice. (Revelation 6:9–11 ESV)  When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under 
the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness 
they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, 
how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the 
earth?” Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the 
number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be 
killed as they themselves had been.”


We understand from Jesus’s sermon on the mount, that he is calling us not to work our 
vengeance for ourselves, but to trust in God to work it for us and these specific cases 
he cites are personal insult, a lawsuit, or forced labor in an occupation of a foreign 
force. If the evil ones are trying to take these things from you, don’t resist them, give 
more. This is a picture of our generous God, which we’ll see more as we look into the 
second example. It isn’t fair, but we are called to show love despite injustices going on.


Love Despite Evil 43-47 

(Matthew 5:43–47 ESV)    “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the 
tax collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you 
doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?”
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This command to love your neighbor is cited from Leviticus 19. The book of the law 
commands that Israel should love its neighbors, and this in opposition to taking 
vengeance or bear a grudge against others. So good for the first part, but where do we 
find the citation for the second part of this verse “Hate your enemy”? Well the truth is it 
isn’t there. Jesus is taking issue with what was the commonplace practice and the 
assumed parallel of the first command to love your neighbor. This is indeed the 
common understanding. However, what was generally happening was that the 
tendency to take God’s word and to over apply it to other areas was taking place. This 
is basically saying since God crushed the enemies of Israel when they were entering 
the promised land, we hate our enemies. Essentially at one level, this is putting 
ourselves on the throne of judgement rather than God. But we’ll leave that aside 
because Jesus has more to tell us. You have heard it said to love your neighbor and 
hate your enemies, But Jesus says to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you. It almost feels like an expansion of the previous passage. Someone 
might be oppressive, but the response is not to be oppressive back, but rather show 
them love, and pray for them. Why? Answer: (Matthew 5:45 ESV) “so that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven.” Now this isn’t the first time we’ve heard this king 
of language. Look back at (Matthew 5:9 ESV) “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called sons of God.” Peacemakers are called sons of God, and those who love 
their enemies and pray for those who persecute then are able to become sons of God. 
Then look at what happens next in the text. There is a comparison made between what 
God calls us to do and what God himself does. (Matthew 5:45 ESV) “For he makes his 
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.” 
Jesus is telling us that there is a connection between what God does in sending rain on 
the just and the unjust. Have you ever met an unjust person? Does it occur to you that 
God gives them breath in their lungs even though they are unjust and evil? The rain is a 
sign of blessing. Rain is what makes the crops grow, it is a sign that there is a God in 
the heavens and that he loves us. He provides the blessing of rain so that we can have 
food to eat. This God makes the sun rise and the rains fall on the evil, the unjust, and 
the good and just. There is no litmus test for who gets sun and rain and who doesn’t. 
That’s the kind go love that God has for his creation, and that’s the kind of love that 
we’re supposed to have for our neighbors AND our enemies. 


Jesus then makes another comparison. (Matthew 5:46–47 ESV)  “For if you love those 
who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 
And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even 
the Gentiles do the same?” Jesus is saying, you are kingdom of heaven people. What 
sets you apart from the rest of the world is that you don’t see the world the same way 

5
© 2019 Jonathan Davis 
Grace Baptist Church



Tuesday, October 29, 2019
they do. You see and recognize that the world is the Lord’s and everything in it. You 
know that he sends the blessing of the sun and the rain on everyone, regardless of 
their evilness or goodness. And you step up above what is normal and do according to 
what God has called you to do.


Robert Plummer is a professor at SBTS in Louisville. He commented on this text, “To 
return evil for good is devilish; to return good for good is human; to return good for evil 
is divine.”


Love like the Father 

This brings us to our final point, the last verse of this passage and chapter, and maybe 
on the surface, the hardest one for us to wrap our brains around. (Matthew 5:48 ESV) 
“You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”


“Now, hang on a minute, pastor.” You might be saying. “How can God know we’re 
human, and at the same time expect us to be perfect?” I’m glad you asked. The 
answer is found in the context of understanding who God is better. We start with him 
as the standard. That’s what Jesus is calling us to do. You be (future) perfect, as your 
heavenly father is (present) perfect. He is perfect. He gives sun and rain from his 
abundance. Because he is perfect he can improve lesser things. If God is perfect, then 
he can’t get any better. As the standard of perfection, he doesn’t have any way in 
which to improve. Because he is perfect, and he gives, he doesn’t have to make 
himself look good to the evil or the unjust, because inherently he is already perfect. He 
can give freely because he has nothing to lose, no lacking, no way to become less than 
he is. As his children, he calls us to be like he is, and out of the abundance of who he 
is, out of the abundance of his eternal riches in glory, he gives generously to his 
children, his heirs, whom he loves.


Being perfect in this sense is understood in context to how God loves those who are 
evil and unjust. We are called to be like him who gives sun and rain to the unjust and 
the evil just as he gives to the good and the just.


If we look at the parallel passage in Luke, it is recorded there as “Be merciful as your 
father in heaven is merciful” and I think that catches the meaning well of what Jesus 
wants of us. We are to be merciful in our interactions with one another, especially with 
those who are evil and unjust. Think about this in respect to the rest of our passages. 
We show love despite injustice, because we know our justice is found in Christ. God 
tells us in Deuteronomy and it is cited again in Romans and Hebrews, (Deuteronomy 
32:35 ESV) Vengeance is mine, and recompense, for the time when their foot shall slip; 
for the day of their calamity is at hand, and their doom comes swiftly.’ We can entrust 
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our vengeance in the hands of the Lord. We don’t need to put our shields up and seek 
our own recompense because we’ve already received the greatest mercy that could 
ever be given. We have a perfect heavenly father, perfect in his mercy and he will 
perfectly manage and handle his own creation, and since he has made us righteous in 
his sight, we no longer need to find vengeance for ourselves. The persecuted church, 
likewise, doesn’t have to fight for themselves, because we know from Christ’s own lips 
in Revelation, that his vengeance and recompense will come once the fullness of those 
who will come to him are gathered in. 


We who believe are called to love like the father. We don’t live life in fear. Perfect love 
casts out fear. We live in confidence  of the identity of God and who we are in him 
alone. We are free to do so because he has bought us back for himself by the blood of 
his son who took our sinfulness upon himself so that we could be with him. We can 
love despite injustice and evil. We don’t need to retaliate. 


Jesus also presents God in this passage in a new way that we haven’t seen yet in this 
book. “God is the preeminent lover of his enemies and friends, kindly sending sun and 
rain on the evil and on the good.” Preeminent here means surpassing all others. I could 
be argued that this week we learned that the Washington Nationals are the preeminent 
baseball team in North America. They won the world series which would make them 
the best team around this year, though I was holding out hope for the Minnesota Twins 
but their hope in the playoffs ended quickly. God though is the preeminent lover above 
all. He is the perfect standard of loving his enemies. We see it first and foremost in how 
he loved us despite our evilness which we will celebrate in a few moments here at the 
Lord’s Table. 


We were enemies of God; rebellious against his perfect standards and he sought us 
out with his perfect love. We see it too in how he cares for us. The Psalmist David 
wrote in Psalm 23, (Psalm 23:4–5 ESV)  “Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 
my head with oil; my cup overflows.”


He can seat us at a table int he presence of our enemies and keep us safe. We can live 
a life in this world in the presence of enemies who would do us harm, like we see int he 
persecuted church around the world. Our confidence is not in how we will fight for 
justice now, but in the fact that the work is already done in Christ on the cross. We eat 
and drink at this table celebrating the table that is to come in heaven at the wedding 
feast of the lamb, where God’s justice will be complete, and we will be in eternal 

7
© 2019 Jonathan Davis 
Grace Baptist Church



Tuesday, October 29, 2019
peace, no more waiting for his justice to come, fo this enemies to be shattered, or 
threat of persecution anymore, because we will be with him.
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