
Tuesday, December 10, 2019

The Advent of The Christ Brings Salvation 

Psalm 85


- A Testimony in Four Parts


• Part 1. The Past (1-3)


• Part 2. The Need (4-7)


• Part 3. The Response (8-9)


• Part 4. The Anticipation (10-13)
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Tuesday, December 10, 2019
(Psalm 85:0–13 ESV)    To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. Lord, you 
were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob. You forgave the 
iniquity of your people; you covered all their sin. Selah You withdrew all your wrath; you 
turned from your hot anger. Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away 
your indignation toward us! Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your 
anger to all generations? Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in 
you? Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation. Let me hear 
what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but 
let them not turn back to folly. Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that 
glory may dwell in our land. Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and 
peace kiss each other. Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness 
looks down from the sky. Yes, the Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its 
increase. Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way.


PRAYER


It isn’t hard for us to draw the connecting lines between advent and salvation, but we 
take the time to remind ourselves each year. What is difficult sometimes is to recognize 
that this was God’s plan all along. There wasn’t a point in history where the unexpected 
coming of Jesus as a baby to save the world from its sins wasn’t part of his divine plan. 
He knew, and we’re going to see a peek at that foreknowledge through this Psalm 
today. This Psalm is structured uniquely, telling a story and that story is going to be 
outlined in 4 parts. First, verses 1-3 describe a memory of the past. Then in verses 4-7 
we learn about some present needs that are highlighted because of that past. Third, an 
act of faith in response to those needs, and finally the expectation in verses 10-13. 
Once we’ve looked into what this story shows us, we’ll connect it into the baptisms we 
get to enjoy.


Part 1: The Past


(Psalm 85:1–3 ESV)    Lord, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes 
of Jacob. You forgave the iniquity of your people; you covered all their sin. Selah You 
withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your hot anger.


The sons of Korah are reminiscing about the good times initially. Any mention in the old 
testament of YHVH and Land is a reference to his covenant with the Land and with 
man. The land is a critical piece, because its part of God’s provision to set his people 
apart for himself. You can’t have a people if they don’t have a place to live, and that’s 
what the “promised land” was all about. It was a place for them to call their own after 
generations of slavery and nomadic living. This was about the fulfillment of God’s 
promise to Abraham that everything that Abraham saw would be reserved for the 
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nation that grew from this one man. God of course kept his promise and did this for his 
people and has never stopped doing this. 


The psalmist moves on to recognize the forgiveness that has been extended to Israel, 
covering their rebellion and their errors. There’s a recognition here that the coverage is 
complete. It says, all their sin. God isn’t selective about our forgiveness. When he says 
all he means all. Now you might be saying, pastor, you don’t know my sin, it is too 
terrible for God to forgive all of my sin. The truth is, you’re right, I don’t know all your 
sin, and the good news is I don’t have to. Let’s follow that path logically. We know that 
Jesus came and died on the cross. That is lined out for us in the bible. Now we also 
know that he came to die to save sinners. So right off the bat we can either accept or 
reject this truth. Let’s say that you reject it for argument’s sake. This would mean that 
Jesus’s death and resurrection would have saved you from some of your sins. Which 
means then that some of them still need forgiveness. Well, if that’s true, what greater 
thing, than the death of your maker himself, could possibly redeem you from this 
greater sin that the death of Christ somehow didn’t cover? There is nothing greater in 
the universe than God, there is no greater sacrifice than the giving up of the most 
valuable gift which Christ of course was. So to negate the death of Christ is either to 
negate the value of his death itself, or the value of the person of God in Christ Jesus. It 
doesn’t work. A sufficient sacrifice has been made, and redemption has been 
accomplished for you in Christ. This is the reality that the wrath of God which is 
reserved for us and our sinfulness was poured out to the last drop upon Christ in his 
death for us, because in it he bore our sins eternally.


This is all the past for us. The authors of this Psalm didn’t know the kind of forgiveness 
that we enjoy. Their forgiveness was temporal, not eternal. Their forgiveness came at 
the expense of the life of a lamb or a bull. Which means that their need of forgiveness 
would continue.


Part 2: The Need.


(Psalm 85:4–7 ESV)  “Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away your 
indignation toward us! Will you be angry with us forever? Will you prolong your anger to 
all generations? Will you not revive us again, that your people may rejoice in you? 
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, and grant us your salvation.”


Now comes the appeal. Restore us again means that they were right in God’s eyes, but 
they turned away. The rejection of the covenant is what has happened here. The 
recognition that sin separates and repentance is needed. You can hear the repentance 
almost in that voice pleading with God to put away his anger and the desire to be 
revived. The writer recognizes that anger and indignation are present, and not only this, 
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but that anger and indignation are rightly placed. The writer knows that they deserve 
this indignation. God hates sin, and because he is holy holy holy, he can’t be with sin. 


This recognition of need is also a prayer which can be heard in the questions asked of 
the Lord. Restore us, revive us, forgive us. Finally in verse seven, there is then cry, 
show us your steadfast love, and grant us salvation. We are sinful. We are rebellious. 
We have neglected the truth. We have ignored the laws of God and have followed after 
our own passions. We need something that we can’t provide ourselves. Here is that 
cry, in this last sentence of this section. Grant us salvation. We’re going to hear 
testimonies today of God’s work and the common thread of every one of them is that 
the need of those being baptized is something that they can’t provide for themselves. 
We can’t make this us for ourselves. We need a redemption from something that is 
greater than us. This is where Christ enters the equation for us.


The Response (8-9)


(Psalm 85:8–9 ESV)    Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak 
peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to folly. Surely his 
salvation is near to those who fear him, that glory may dwell in our land.


The cry is made, the petition is set before the Lord, and now the one who prays, waits. 
God is faithful. He always keeps his promises. The request for salvation is made, and 
now the speaker becomes the listener. “He will speak peace to his people.” Hear the 
confidence in this request. While we’re waiting, we don’t go back to our sinful ways, we 
wait knowing that a response is coming, and we act in faith of the coming answer. This 
is repentance in action. Turning away from the sinful behavior and turning toward God. 
Repentance is what every believer does on a regular basis. This is obedience to the 
law, to what God calls us to, and as a result we wait for the salvation to come.


Then the author does something unique, he recognizes why salvation comes. Not 
because he is so special and deserves salvation, bur the salvation comes in order that 
God’s glory comes. This is an amazing reality for us to recognize. God saves us for the 
fame of his name. (Psalm 72:17 ESV) May his name endure forever, his fame continue 
as long as the sun! May people be blessed in him, all nations call him blessed!


The Anticipation (10-13)


(Psalm 85:10–13 ESV)    Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace 
kiss each other. Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks 
down from the sky. Yes, the Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its 
increase. Righteousness will go before him and make his footsteps a way.
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The past has been acknowledged, the need has been confessed, the response, 
repentance and waiting has happened, and now the anticipation takes place. This is 
where our perspective and the perspective of the writer of this Psalm changes. You 
see, their anticipation is what we celebrate at advent - the coming of the messiah. They 
are waiting for something that we already know. 


This steadfast love and faithfulness is the same steadfast love and faithfulness that 
God used to describe himself to Moses in the cleft of the rock. Then we see the 
imagery of heaven and earth in a collision of love. 


The anticipation that the psalmist expresses is of a good gift. There is no greater gift 
that God gives, than the gift of himself. That blessing is seen on the earth through 
Jesus Christ.


Then the Psalmist states that we will witness it. This is the Psalmist’s way of expressing 
the same thing we see from Revelation. 


(Revelation 21:3 ESV) And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, 
and God himself will be with them as their God.


(Revelation 22:20 ESV)   He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming 
soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!


We are going to hear four testimonies and then witness these testimonies in the 
ordinance of baptism. Four testimonies that recognize and bear witness to these truths 
that we have studied.


INVITE BAPTISM CANDIDATES 


PRAYER
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