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MISSION:Grace, The Sovereignty of God 

Ephesians 1:3-14


- The Purpose of His Will (3-6)


- The Mystery of His Will (7-10)


- The Counsel of His Will (11-14)
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This is the last sermon of our core values series, Mission:Grace. This week’s focus is 
on the sovereignty of God. 


This falls under the category of God’s omnipotence. The fact that he is all powerful. I 
remember growing up having philosophical conversations with my friends about God 
and his power. In our limited childlike understandings, we sought to solve the great 
perplexing issues of the day. We wanted to determine if God is all powerful, can he 
create a rock so heavy he himself can’t lift it? In actuality God’s power is described in 
scripture as infinite, but there are things that God cannot do. Specifically, he cannot act 
contrary to his own nature. He cannot be tempted, he cannot lie, and he cannot deny 
himself. But all he does he accomplish in accordance with his perfect will. He acts to 
accomplish his purposes, and all belongs to him and exists to accomplish his 
purposes. “There is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over 
which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry, Mine!”  - Abraham Kuyper.


This passage is going to give us a glimpse into that. Beginning with verse 2-6 where 
we will see the purpose of God’s will. Then 7-10 we will look at the mystery of his will, 
and finally in 12-14 we’ll see the counsel of his will.


The Purpose of His Will 

(Ephesians 1:3–6 ESV)    Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious 
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.


Paul begins this passage by proclaiming that God should be blessed, specifically that 
we should be blessing God for how he has blessed us. Specifically, God has blessed 
us, those who believe, with all spiritual blessings. Those blessings are known in the 
heavenly places and in Christ. What this means for us is that the extent of those 
blessing is yet unknown for us. We don’t now fully know Christ. The fact that these 
spiritual blessings are known in the heavenly places means that we still have more and 
greater blessing of God to discover and know; what an amazing truth for us to hold on 
to. He has blessed us by giving us himself through his son Jesus, and as amazing as 
that is, we have greater blessings to uncover in heaven. They will be known fully when 
we are with him eternally, and not before. 


Next Paul connects this thought to election. No, this isn’t about caucusing or the 2020 
presidential race, this is about God’s sovereign calling on those whom he wills to 
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believe. There is a unique comparison here. The sureness of this eternal in heaven 
blessing is grounded in the sureness that conversion has taken place. As sure as you 
are saved, is how sure this heavenly blessing is for you. Chosen before the foundation 
of the world. It makes me think of (Jeremiah 1:5 ESV)   “Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you…” and (Isaiah 46:9–10 
ESV)   remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no other; I am 
God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient 
times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my 
purpose,’ That is our omnipotent (all-powerful) sovereign God. 


He makes us holy and blameless. His holiness rubs off on us. We are sinful, filthy 
covered in our own mess, and he touches us and makes us clean. When I’m cleaning 
up messes at my house, I have to practically take a shower to get clean after that, but 
not God. He doesn’t even get messy in the process, that’s how holy he is.


The reality that our sin separates us from God is a supreme tragedy, but the greatest 
joy is that despite the depth and perverseness of our sin, we have a greater savior. He 
gives grace. 


"Marvelous grace of our loving Lord,

Grace that exceeds our sin and our guilt!

Yonder on Calvary’s mount outpoured,


There where the blood of the Lamb was spilled.

Grace, grace, God’s grace,


Grace that will pardon and cleanse within;

Grace, grace, God’s grace,


Grace that is greater than all our sin!


That is the purpose of God’s will. Making us holy and blameless, and, verse five and 
six: (Ephesians 1:5–6 ESV)  he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, 
with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 


He desires us to be his children, so he adopts us to be his own. That’s what the 
choosing and the predestination is about. He’s got a plan. He wants us to be his, so he 
works to make his plan come about. Think about who was part of his plan to bring you 
to himself. Remember that person who shared the gospel with you? That’s you for 
someone else. You’re part of God’s plan to adopt more sons and daughters into his 
family. You, speaking God’s truth, the Holy Spirit granting faith to believe that truth and 
God receives the praise. The purpose of God’s will is to adopt more kids into his family, 
and the result is the praise of his glorious grace. We get saved, he gets praised.


The Mystery of His Will 

3
© 2020 Jonathan Davis 
Grace Baptist Church



Wednesday, January 22, 2020
(Ephesians 1:7–10 ESV)  In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in 
all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things 
in him, things in heaven and things on earth.


The themes introduced in the first aspect of God’s will get unfolded more here. 
Redemption, that work and the price that is paid for our sinfulness is given to us 
through Christ. Christ was the means and the source of the grace of God for us.


Mysteries are areas of lack of knowledge. Pre-calc is a mystery to me. I even took the 
class in college, but when my daughter came to me for help with her High School pre-
calc class I couldn’t remember anything that was of assistance to her. It was all a 
mystery. She got through it better than I did, and it is no longer a mystery to her. It is 
knowledge. It is understanding. 


Paul is pointing out that what we will experience in eternity, we get to taste now. That is 
the mystery that has been made known and understood. Eternal forgiveness is yours 
now. Infinite grace is for you today, and they are lavished upon you. 


Who likes mashed potatoes and gravy? I love them. The problem with mashed 
potatoes and gravy is there is always an abundance of mashed potatoes and not 
enough gravy to go around. God lavishing his love upon us is like going through the 
lunch line you’ve got your mashed potatoes there, and you’re little pond dug out into 
middle for the gravy to go in, and you get to the gravy server and they give you your 
gravy and they just keep pouring it on. Like you thought you were going to get some, 
you might even get what would be considered by your mom to be “enough” but then it 
just kept coming like a glorious fountain of liquid gold overflowing your mashed 
potatoes. He lavishes his grace upon us because of his love for us. Why else do you 
think he sent his son, his only son to be the sacrifice that would solve our sin issues? 
That is lavish love, he gave himself because that was the best gift he had. Not that he 
was limited didn’t have much to give, so he gave himself. No, he had the whole world 
he could have given, and none of it was good enough match the level of love he has for 
us. Just as there is nothing in the universe more worthy of our praise and delight, there 
is nothing in the universe worthy of God expressing his love for us than giving himself. 
It is his absolute best, nothing compares, with apologies to Sinéad O’Conner.


The best part of this amazing gift is that we don’t have to wait for heaven to experience 
it. Paul reminds us that this mystery of his will, and his purpose we get to know today, 
and this was his plan all along. His will he (Ephesians 1:9–10 ESV)  set forth in Christ as 
a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
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earth.” This means that the whole counsel of the Bible, all the history and narrative that 
it covers is about revealing this truth for us. We don’t rightly comprehend how blessed 
we are. I know I don’t. I’m consistently flabbergasted at how God faithfully shows his 
love for generation upon generations, and I can’t keep commitments I make to myself 
for a day. 


The Counsel of His Will 

(Ephesians 1:11–14 ESV)    In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the 
counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the 
praise of his glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is 
the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his 
glory.


Paul continues in his description of what it means to be adopted into the family of God. 
We are not illegitimate children of God. We are full on children of God. Full adoption, 
including all the benefits and rights that come with that title. We get to call on God as 
our father. We get to lean on Christ as our brother. We are partakers in the full 
inheritance that is secured for us in Christ. In him we have obtained an inheritance. It 
was meant for us all along too. Paul says we were predestined for this according to the 
counsel of his will. It was his plan all along, but what is the counsel of his will? Paul is 
using a synonym for the purpose of his will from the first section. He’s intentionally 
repeating himself to get the point across that this was all part of God’s plan. 


Then in verse 12, he reminds us why it is so important, (Ephesians 1:12 ESV) “so that 
we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.” God makes 
known his mystery of his will of eternal forgiveness, grace and love for us, and lets us 
know it now so that we will be part of his praise today as we prepare for it in eternity.


Finally, Paul highlights another confirmer and edifier for those who are part of God’s 
chosen family, as if what he’s said already hasn’t been enough to set our hearts on fire, 
Paul takes it one step further.


“In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.”


He directs the writing specifically to the reader. The church in Ephesus, the church in 
Waverly, you, heard the word of truth, you were changed, and now you are encouraged 
as well, you were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit. If you didn’t believe anything 
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else that Paul has said before, he’s one upping his argument with more indisputable 
facts, you’re saved and are a new creation, and you know its true because of the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in you who is the guarantee of your inheritance. You don’t 
get the full inheritance of being int he presence of God eternally today, but you do get 
the down payment, His Holy Spirit dwells with you even now.


Finally, why? For the praise of his glory.


God created the world and all that is in it for his own glory. He called a sinful rebellious 
people to himself for his own glory. He planned from he beginning that we, the most 
rebellious folks on the planet, would respond to his call and come to him for his glory. 
And he has given us his promised Holy Spirt to make himself look great and to glorify 
himself. 


God’s sovereign plan for the world is for himself to be glorified and he has been 
working out that plan since the beginning of time. Our role is to glorify him in every 
situation. 


(1 Corinthians 10:31 ESV)   So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to 
the glory of God.


In the meantime, we still struggle through life. This is where that faith becomes even 
more real. 


(1 Peter 1:6–7 ESV)  In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you 
have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more 
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.


God is honored here. We walk in faith trusting him to the praise of his glory and grace. 
Every step of the way looking again and again to him in the small things and in the big 
things, practicing our faith.


The sureness of the promise is all wrapped up in the blessing of the Holy Spirt. Until we 
enter into eternity he is promised to be with us. Jesus himself said he would never 
leave us or forsake us, that he would be with those who believe always, and that is 
possible for God because he transcends all that is. He gives himself, his Holy Spirit to 
us. We have no greater treasure as we continue to trust him and his leading for us. Day 
after day, for millennia he has been faithful and never failed. So, when we find 
ourselves doubting, we turn to him again and again and trust him to lead and provide. 
That’s what he’s been doing for millennia. Won’t he do it for us today?
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